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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

3. Claim(s) 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Matthews, et al. (US 4,602,129) in view of Carlsen (US 5,550,907), in view of 
Agraharam et al. (US 6,483,899 B2) and in further view of Guck (US 5,794,039). 



Regarding claim(s) 1 and 7, Matthews discloses a communication system in 
which a plurality of communication terminals, (18 on FIG. 1), which are connected to a 
network (column 4, line 18 "telephone communications network") including a Public 
Switched Network (FIG. 1) in a category thereof, mutually communicate through 
communication data addressed to a common phone number (column 22, line 62 "an 
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address") issued by a communication terminal (18 on FIG. 1) being a management 
terminal (column 1, lines 12-17), comprising: 

a message management unit (10 on FIG. 1) and a bulletin board unit (column 70, 
line 34 "verbal bulletin board") provided in the network (column 4, lines 24-40) [The 
telephone communication network multiple PBXs with a variety of user terminals and 
the voice mail system including the verbal bulletin board]; 

means for leaving a message (column 70, line 35 "recorded messages") sent by 
accessing from a registered communication terminal (column 70, line 35 "the user") to 
the common phone number on the bulletin board unit (column 70, lines 35-58) [The 
system allows the user to record a message and the recipient would use the feature 
known as verbal bulletin board]; and 

means for reading at any time the message file left in the message management 
unit, in a case where the message file is left in the message management unit, and the 
message left on the bulletin board unit (column 70, lines 2-33) [The system allows other 
users to access the receive only message address to hear messages that are stored in 
the received only message address], in a case where the message is left on the 
bulleting board unit, from an arbitrary one of the other registered communication 
terminals (column 70, lines 35-58) [The system allows other users to access the receive 
only message address to hear message therein using the verbal bulletin board]. 

Although, Matthews discloses a telephone management unit but fails to disclose 
means for registering a predetermined communication terminal. 
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However, Carlsen teaches means for registering a predetermined communication 
terminal so as to correspond to the issued common phone number by sending an 
identification name of the predetermined communication terminals of the plurality of 
communication terminals to the phone number management unit in correspondence 
with the common phone number issued from the management terminal (column 5, line 
63 to column 6, line 67) [The subscriber uses the login button of the terminal to register 
the terminal in the Local Central Office Switch 1 12. As shown on FIG. 6 multiple 
terminals are registered under the login code #1 of the subscriber and under a personal 
phone number]. 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Matthews using the intelligent terminal as 
taught by Carlsen. 

This modification of the invention enables the system to poll multiple terminals 
using a subscriber 1 s personal number so that the user would receive calls at a terminal 
when he/she login to that terminal. 

Matthews as modified discloses a verbal bulletin but fails to disclose a first mode 
in which the message file is to be directly sent to the other communication terminals. 

However, Agraharam, in the same field endeavor, teaches means for sending a 
message file from a registered communication terminal to other registered 
communication terminals via the message management unit when a first mode in which 
the message file is to be directly sent to the other communication terminals is selected 
and leaving the message file in the message management unit (FIG. 1 and column 7, 
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lines 29-40) [The sender could designate a single group identifier to identify all intended 
recipients and the network would then send the message to each recipient in the group 
identifier]. 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Matthews using the network as taught by 
Agraharam. 

This modification of the invention enables a first mode in which the message file 
is to be directly sent to the other communication terminals so that the user would have 
the benefit of receiving a message from the network. 

Matthews as modified discloses a verbal bulletin but fails to disclose a second 
mode in which any registered communication terminal accesses to the message 
management unit. 

However, Guck, in the same field endeavor, teaches notifying the other 
registered communication terminals of arrival of the message file when a second mode 
in which any registered communication terminal accesses to the message management 
unit to receive the message file is selected (FIG. 1 and column 8, lines 10-22) [The 
server 15 maintains information of the fact that the user is a bulletin board subscriber 
and notifies the subscriber of any new message posted]. 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Matthews using the server as taught by 
Guck. 
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This modification of the invention enables a second mode in which any registered 
communication terminal accesses to the message management unit so that the user 
would have the benefit of being notified of messages posted in the bulletin board. 

Regarding claim(s) 2, 5, 8 and 11, Matthews discloses wherein each of the 
communication terminals has an identification name which is any one of a telephone 
number, an E-mail address and an identification number assigned to each of the 
communication terminal and an identification number assigned to a medium in a case 
where the communication terminal is capable of using the medium (column 22, lines 54- 
68). 

Regarding claim(s) 3, 6, 9 and 12, Matthews discloses wherein the message file 
and the message contain one or more information mode selected from voice 
information, character information and image information, respectively (column 22, lines 
54-68). 

Regarding claim(s) 4 and 10, Matthews in combination with Carlsen, Agraharam 
and Guck disclose all the limitations of claim(s) 4 and 10 as stated in claim(s) 1 and 7 
rejection above. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim(s) 1-12 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald Gauthier whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7539. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571 ) 272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

GERALD QAUTH1ER 
(PATENT EXAMINER 

g-g- 

June 8, 2005 
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